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from the patient by clothes soiled with stools
containing the organism, and by water and
food similarly contaminated. The disease,
which usually has an acute course, prevails
especially among people living in unsanitary
surroundings.

AMOEBIC DYSENTERY is characterized by a
variable onset, irregular course, alternate diar-
rhoea and constipation, abdominal pain, amoe-
bae and mucus and blood in the stools. The
disease was first recognized in the United
States in 1890. It is prevalent in the Southern
States, and occurs occasionally in most of the
other States. A recent epidemic is that which
occurred in Chicago, 1933, during the Century
of Progress Exposition, from which it was
carried to all parts of the United States. The
principal source of infection is the water sup-

piy-

Dysodil, in mineralogy, a laminated bitu-
minous substance found in limestone near
Syracuse in Sicily, green or gray in color, and
often containing remains of fishes and of
plants. It is a kind of natural bitumen.

Dyspepsia, or Indigestion, is a medical
term which covers a very wide field. The
symptoms of indigestion may be due to or-
ganic disease of the stomach or intestines, or
to the improper performance of the digestive
functions when the alimentary canal is not

diseased. In the latter case, dyspepsia may be
due to the result of bad teeth or too much
haste in eating. The food is thus not prop-
erly broken up., in which case it is neither
mixed with saliva nor in a condition to be
easily reached by the gastric juice later. When
the food reaches the stomach, it is thoroughly
mixed with the gastric juice by a churning
movement of the stomach walls, while the py-
lorus remains closed. If, however, there is in-
sufficient gastric juice, or insufficient move-
ment, indigestion results. These two deficien-
cies may be due to overeating, fatigue, or de-
pressing emotions. As a result, there is undi-
gested food, which retards the passage of the
digested food through the pyloric opening of
the stomach into the duodenum. After this
food has been a certain time in the stomach
fermentation is set up, and water-brash,
heartburn, flatulence, eructations, and even
vomiting follow. Intestinal dyspepsia may be
started by unhealthy conditions of liver or
pancreas. See DIGESTION.
Dytiscus, a genus of large and ferocious
water-beetles. Both larva and adult are aqua-
tic, the latter diving and swimming with
much rapidity. Both are actively carnivorous,
and are dangerous occupants for an aquarium.
Wings are present, and are used to convey
the insect from one pool to another.